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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Capital Region Food Program Marks 51 Years of the Holiday Project with Meal

Vouchers Prepared for 2,200 Families and Continued Partnership from the New
Hampshire National Guard.

Figure 1 Capital Region Food Program prepares to distribute meal vouchers to
2,200 local families facing food insecurities on December 14, 2024.

This innovative voucher program delivers greater impact to local families facing food
insecurities over the holiday season. These efforts are possible through continued support
from the community, including the New Hampshire National Guard.

CONCORD, NH, December 10, 2024 - The Capital Region Food Program (CRFP) is prepared
to distribute meal vouchers for 2,200 local families during the 51st annual Holiday Project, a
cherished tradition that unites the Greater Concord area in the fight against food insecurity. This
year, CRFP proudly acknowledges the New Hampshire National Guard for their steadfast
partnership spanning over 40 years—a collaboration that has strengthened the reach and
impact of this vital community initiative.

In the early days of the Holiday Project, the National Guard offered their armory as a central
operations site for the distribution of holiday food baskets, becoming an essential part of
CRFP’s mission to address hunger during the holiday season. Even during the unprecedented
challenges of COVID-19, the Armory’s commitment to this partnership remained unwavering.

Under the leadership of Major General David J. Mikolaities, the Armory is once again extending
their support by hosting CRFP for the holiday voucher distribution on December 14th for
recipients in Concord and Penacook. Our long-term satellite partners in Allenstown, Boscawen,
Bow, Canterbury, Chichester, Contoocook/Hopkinton, Dunbarton, Epsom, Loudon, Pembroke,
Pittsfield, Salisbury and Warner will distribute the CRFP Holiday vouchers in their communities.
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The CRFP’s voucher program, now in its third year, has been a significant evolution from the
traditional food basket model. Guided by data and community needs, CRFP adopted this
approach to provide recipients with a flexible and customizable experience that provides greater
impact. The program allows vouchers to be redeemed at local Market Basket locations over a
six-week period, from mid-December through January 31, giving recipients the freedom to
select items based on family size and dietary needs, thereby reducing food waste and ensuring
dignity in food assistance.

Extensive data from the program has revealed that 45% of recipients use their vouchers before
December 25, 10% between December 25 and December 31, and 45% in January, validating
the program's design to accommodate varying needs across the holiday season.

“We’re honored to work with partners like the New Hampshire National Guard, our community
satellite partners, and the many dedicated volunteers, whose participation enables us to deliver
meaningful, sustainable support to our neighbors in need,” said Maria Manus Painchaud,
Holiday Project Chair. “Their longstanding commitment amplifies our impact, and together, we'’re
making strides in the fight against hunger.”

CREFP is deeply grateful to all who make this project possible and looks forward to another
successful year of combating food insecurity this holiday season. To learn more and support the
Capital Region Food Program’s Holiday Project, please visit www.capitalregionfoodprogram.org.

About Capital Region Food Program

Capital Region Food Program (CRFP) is a private, not-for-profit organization whose mission is
to help reduce hunger in the Greater Concord area through year-round distribution of food to
individuals and families. Since 1974 this has been accomplished by securing financial donations
and in-kind services and by coordination, collaboration, and cooperation with other community
distribution and service agencies.

The CRFP distributes the equivalent of over 110 tons of food annually through two initiatives.
Forty (40) tons of food is distributed through the Year Round Distribution Project which is
distributed eleven times each year to over 30 local agencies. The equivalent of 70 tons of food
is distributed through the program’s Holiday Project.
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